
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
      Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 5:00 PM 
      Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander 
Phone: (256) 472-1065; (256) 472-1042 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org 

Servants during September: 
Songleader: Chandler (2), Dwight (9), 

Stanley (16), Larry (23), David (30) 
Reading: Larry 
Announcements: Marty 
Communion: Buddy, David, Lakin, 

Stanley 
Wednesday Lesson: Kris  (5), Mike (12), 

Larry (19), Stanley (26) 

Lawn Mowing (week beginning): 
Stanley (2), Robert (9), Larry (16), 
Kris (23), Billy (30) 

Singing: Larry and Shane’s (23) 
Area Meetings: Pepper Road (22-26) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

Come study 
with us! 
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You May Be 
Surprised to Learn… 

By T. Doy Moyer 
 

 

Have you ever taken for granted 
certain things and believed them, 
just because that is what you have 
been told? Perhaps you find yourself 
in that situation now, believing and 
doing things because that is what 
you were told. Religious people 
sometimes believe and practice 
something because a preacher said 
it, or because that is what their 
parents have always taught them. 
This can also be true of those who do 
not believe in God and do not accept 
the Bible. They have been told that 
He does not exist and that the Bible 
is not true, but have not personally 
looked into the matter themselves. 
Regardless of what one believes or 
practices, it is a shame when he does 
so only on the word of others. 

We wish to briefly challenge 
your thinking here, hoping to create 
in you a desire to study on your own 

and learn more about God’s way as 
found in the Scriptures. With this in 
mind, you may be surprised to learn: 

The Bible does not approve of 
denominationalism. 

There are hundreds of different 
denominations that exist today. Each 
denomination has its own peculiar 
name and faith. This goes against the 
Scriptural teaching that there is “one 
faith” (Eph 4:4-6), “one body which 
is the church (Eph 1:22-23), and that 
believers are to be joined together 
“in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Cor 1:10-13;  
Jn 17:20-21). In the first century, 
disciples were called “Christians,” 
and they were not to be divided by 
the wearing of different doctrines. If 
you’ve been told otherwise, we 
plead with you to go to the Bible and 
find exactly what it teaches. 



The Bible can be understood by 
all. 

Many people do not study the 
Bible because they do not believe 
that it can be understood. However, 
God tells us not to be foolish, but 
“understand the will of the Lord” 
(Eph 5:17). God does not tell us to 
do something that cannot be done. 
Therefore, by reading and studying, 
we can understand the Bible and 
handle it accurately (Eph 3:3-4;  
2 Tim 2:15). If you have been told 
that we cannot understand the Bible, 
think again; God commands it. 

Revelation is complete. 
Many teach that they are still 

receiving revelations from God. 
They assert that God told them to do 
certain things, apart from the Bible. 
Yet, the Bible itself says that this is 
not so. Jesus promised His apostles 
that the Holy Spirit, through them, 
would reveal all truth (Jn 16:13). 
The two alternatives are either that 
this happened or it did not. If it did 
not, then Jesus was a lair; if it did, 
then all truth was given by the time 
the last apostle died. According to 
Jude 3, the faith has been “once for 
all delivered” to the saints. This 
means that what was revealed was of 
perpetual validity and never needs 
repetition. In other words, revelation 
is complete. The Bible is complete, 
and we need not look for further 
revelations from God. His will is 
already made known. If you have 
been taught otherwise, we ask that 
you search the Scriptures to see if 
this is what the Bible teaches. 

Miracles and spiritual gifts 
worked through men have 
ceased. 

Many claim the ability to work 
miracles and speak in tongues. 
However, their claims fall far short 
of what the Bible teaches. The 
Scriptures teach that miracles were 
done for the purpose of proving who 
Christ was and for confirming the 
word that was spoken (Jn 20:30-31; 
Mk 16:20; Heb 2:1-4). For example, 
when the apostles went about 
preaching the gospel, they needed 
some way to prove that what they 
said was from God. Thus, God 
worked with them confirming the 
word through accompanying signs. 
Yet, the Bible also teaches that the 
time would come when those 
spiritual gifts would cease  
(1 Cor 13:8-13). They were to cease 
when revelation was completed. 
When all truth promised by Jesus 
was revealed, then there would be no 
more need for accompanying signs. 
The word was confirmed, and we 
have the result today in the Bible. If 
you have been taught otherwise, 
search the Scriptures to see what 
they say about miracles and spiritual 
gifts. You may be surprised at what 
you learn. 

You can have your sins forgiven 
and be saved. 

 Some teach that salvation is 
only for a few who have already 
been unconditionally chosen by 
God. However, the Bible teaches 
that Christ died for everyone, and 
that God’s desire is for everyone to 
come to a knowledge of the truth and 

be saved (1 Jn 2:2; Jn 12:32;  
1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9). This includes 
you. Many do not believe they can 
be forgiven of their sins. They think 
they have done such terrible things 
that God cannot forgive them. This 
is not true. No matter what you have 
done in the past, you can have your 
sins forgiven. God promised rest to 
all who are weary and heavy laden 
(Mt 11:28-30). Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for all sin; His blood is 
powerful enough to cover any and 
every sin that you may have 
committed. We must learn to trust in 
the promises of God. 

Salvation is conditional. 
The Bible teaches that we are 

saved by grace through faith (Eph 
2:8). Yet grace, even though 
something that we cannot earn, is 
accessed by meeting the conditions 
laid down by God in His word. In 
other words, we must obey the 
gospel (Rom 10:16; 6:17;  
2 Thess 1:7-9). Christ is the author 
of eternal salvation to all that obey 
Him (Heb 5:9). Without obedience 
to God’s commands, our faith is 
dead and we cannot be saved  
(Jas 2:14-26). 

 

Heaven and Hell are real places. 
Many do not believe in the 

reality of heaven and hell. Others 
believe that heaven is real but that 
hell is not a real place. However, the 
Bible teaches the reality of both. 
Heaven is a place of rest for those 
who were righteous before God. It is 
a place of everlasting life (see  
Heb 4:1-11; Rev 21-22). But as real 
as heaven is, hell is also. Hell is a 
place of eternal punishment for those 
who have rejected God, a place 
where the worm does not die and fire 
is not quenched (Mk 9:48). 

There is a day of judgment 
coming (Acts 17:30-31). We will all 
give an account of ourselves to God 
(2 Cor 5:10). Are you ready for this 
day? The Bible teaches us to repent 
of our sins, confess Christ, and be 
baptized for the remission of our sins 
(Acts 2:38; Rom 10:9,10). We plead 
with you to search the Scriptures 
daily, and find out whether the things 
you have been taught are true  
(Acts 17:11). Take only God’s word 
as the final authority. This is the only 
safe course of salvation. 

--via Gospel Power, Anderson Alabama, 
December 15, 1996; via the Bulletin of the 
church of Christ at New Georgia, January 28, 
2001.  
 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Tim has come home from the 
hospital, but feels very worn as a result; 
and Polly McNatt is recovering from 
surgery at her granddaughters home. 

Please continue to pray for our 
brethren who are unable to meet with 
us, including: Lois Adams, Ruth Black, 

Carolyn Dennis, Tim and Dot Hice, 
Polly McNatt, and Hazel Teeples.  

Also, please remember Ted 
Adams; Billy and Marie’s grandson, 
Austin; and Buddy’s friend, Herbert 
Sides.


